
Poll: Kavanaugh confirmation 
energizes Dems more than GOP

In the survey, 46 percent of voters said  
the Senate ‘made the wrong decision’ in  

approving the controversial judge.
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Trump’s 
midterm pitch

‘I’m on the ballot.  
So, please go out  

and vote.’
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Dems incensed over misleading 
GOP ads on Medicare for All

The GOP is hammering foes over a plan putting the 
government in control of health care. Few of the 

targeted Dems actually support such a plan.
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Matt  
Wuerker

The cartoonist’s  
daily take on the  
world of politics.
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Sen. Heidi Heitkamp is trailing her GOP challenger, Rep. Kevin Cramer, by double digits in polls in her 
reelection bid, but she vows to keep campaigning, harking back to her come-from-behind win in 2012.

Trump judges 
put Democrats 
in election bind

Dems’ hopes of majority 
rest on reeling Heitkamp

Senate Democrats are wrestling 
over how hard to fight another 
batch of GOP judicial picks — a 
decision that could rob their vul-
nerable incumbents of valuable 
campaigning time.

The latest judicial conundrum 
for Democrats comes days after 
the brutal Brett Kavanaugh battle 
ended and weeks before midterm 
elections as five of their members 
run for their political lives in states 
President Donald Trump carried by 
double digits. As Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell tees up another 
package of judicial nominees, the 
minority must decide how long it 
wants to drag out the next clash.

By calling up the judicial nomi-
nations now, McConnell will force 
Democrats to swallow more con-
firmations before their imperiled 
incumbents can leave Washington 
to campaign.

The challenge is clear: Demo-
crats can’t consent to too speedy 
a consideration of more judges be-
cause liberals, inside their caucus 
and outside the Beltway, are still 
livid about how Kavanaugh’s con-
firmation process went. But they 
can’t slow things too much without 
keeping their red-state members 
off the campaign trail, a choice 
some may make unilaterally by 
skipping future votes.

So they’re settling for a middle 
ground, with few committing to a 
full-on fight.

“After the whole Kavanaugh ex-
perience, I am focused like a laser 
beam — and I hope all of the women 
and others who came forward to 
share their accounts with us, that 
they’re focused like a laser beam 
— on the elections,” Sen. Mazie 
Hirono (D-Hawaii), among Kava-
naugh’s most pugnacious critics 
on the Judiciary Committee, said 

Senators up for reelection must choose between 
campaigning or fighting judicial nominees

Republicans say they’re on the 
cusp of delivering a knockout 
blow to North Dakota Democratic 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp — and vir-
tually ending Democrats’ hopes 
of winning the Senate.

Heitkamp is down in public 
polls by a significant margin, 
and most political handicappers 

think Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) 
is the favorite to beat her. If she 
goes down, Democrats would 
basically have to run the table in 
every other battleground race to 
take the chamber.

Republicans have had Heit-
kamp losing by double digits in 
their private polling for weeks, 
according to a GOP strategist 

working on Senate races. Demo-
crats argue the race is closer but 
acknowledge she is down even 
in their polling, after her vote 
against Brett Kavanaugh’s con-
firmation to the Supreme Court.

“At this point, it’s really ours 
to lose,” said Sen. John Thune 
(R-S.D.). “The race, probably to 

The North Dakota Democrat is down in polls. And if she loses,  
it would all but eliminate the chances of a Democratic Senate.

Hoyer eyes majority 
leader position in 2019

McCarthy woos Trump’s immigration populists
House Majority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy has never been the dar-
ling of the right — far from it.

But as he seeks to replace Speaker 
Paul Ryan, the No. 2 House Repub-
lican is branding himself as an im-
migration hard-liner in the mold of 
President Donald Trump, wooing 
conservatives who might other-
wise oppose his ascension to lead 

the conference next year.
And conservatives are taking 

note.
Severa l who’ve prev iou sly 

agitated against GOP leaders 
are praising the California Re-
publican’s new bill fully funding 
President Donald Trump’s $25 
billion border wall with Mexico, 
a key White House priority. That 
comes just a couple of weeks after 

McCarthy pushed for a House vote 
on his resolution rejecting the idea 
of allowing undocumented immi-
grants — or “illegals,” as he repeat-
edly called them that week — the 
right to vote.

Particularly noteworthy: Both 
announcements were given as ex-
clusives to Breitbart. The Trump-
suppor t i ng website has long 

Steny Hoyer wants to be House 
majority leader next year. Very 
badly.

Hoyer — who came to Congress 
when Ronald Reagan was a brand 
new president — is hoping that 
Democrats win on election night 
and return him to the No. 2 House 
job, a post he last held eight years 
ago.

Hoyer is also confident Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi of California 
can assemble the votes necessary 
to become speaker, despite calls 
from some Democrats to replace 
her.

But if for some reason Pelosi 
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Maryland Rep. Steny Hoyer has 
served 19 terms and is a former 
majority leader and party whip.

BY ELANA SCHOR
AND BURGESS EVERETT

BY NOLAN D. McCASKILL
AND JOHN BRESNAHAN

BY BURGESS EVERETT

BY RACHAEL BADE

JUDGES on page 10

HOYER on page 14

HEITKAMP on page 11

McCARTHY on page 13



12 | POLITICO | T H U R S D AY,  O C T O B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 1 8

Congratulations  
to Living Classrooms Foundation on 33 years of service to the community and the 

Living Classrooms/Politico Rising Stars Young Philanthropists! 
All under the age of 40, Rising Stars are honored for their personal and professional achievements and for their charitable efforts.

Special thanks to Rising Stars supporting sponsor Politico.   
Additional thanks to Southwest Airlines, Atlas Brew Works, The Crew of Mildred Belle, and Photography by Trè Lynn.

Deriece Pate Bennett
Senior Manager of Government Affairs, 

PepsiCo; B.A. in Political Science, Morgan 
State University; Master of Public 

Administration, Bowie State University; 
Served as the Deputy Executive Director of 

the National Black Caucus of State Legislators; 
Fellow for the National Organization of Black 
Elected Legislative Women (NOBEL); a Board 

Pipeline Professional of Associated Black 
Charities; Named one of The Daily Record’s 

Leading Women in Maryland. 

Josh Freeman
Manager of Client Development 

Team & Account Executive, KELLY 
Benefit Strategies; B.S. in Business 
Administration and Management, 
Thomas Edison State University; 

Board Member of the Military Bowl 
Foundation; Presented at the 38th G8 

Summit and Symposium on Global 
Agriculture and Food Security; Enjoys 
cigars, hunting, fishing, golfing, and 

cooking. 

Mark Kaltenborn
 Manager of Corporate Finance, 
Host Hotels & Resorts; B.A. in 

Economics, University of Virginia; 
M.B.A. in Finance & Real Estate, 
Georgetown University; Hobbies 

include tennis, sailing, fishing, 
and cooking; Host Hotels & 

Resorts ping-pong runner-up. 

Roy Lee
Manager, Accenture; B.S. in Business 

Administration, California State 
University San Marcos; Certificate 

in Business Strategy, INSEAD; 
Consulting professional with 12+ 

years’ experience; Consulting 
Magazine, 35 Under 35 Award 

Honoree; Leadership Center for 
Excellence, 40 Under 40 Award 
Honoree; Fun socks enthusiast.  

Reisha Raney
President & Founder, Encyde 

Corporation; B.S. in Mathematics, 
Spelman College; Bachelor of 

Mechanical Engineering, Georgia 
Institute of Technology; Ranked top 

4% of all women owned businesses by 
the National Association of Women 

Business Owners; Descendant of 
Thomas Jefferson’s Grandfather; Has 
a boating license; Traveled to over 40 

countries; Speaks Portuguese. 

est.1985

Join Living Classrooms & Rising Stars Honorees at the 11th Annual Night at The Point
Friday, October 19th at 7:00pm

200 V Street SW, Washington, DC 20024

DC’s favorite benefit party supporting Living Classrooms’ hands-on education and job training programs for disadvantaged youth and adults. 
The event features food and drinks catered by over 20 of the District’s best restaurants, a spectacular musical performance by 

The James Brown Dance Party, “The Best All-Star Tribute in Show Business,” and a casual-festive waterfront ambience.  
The Rising Stars will be honored in a private ceremony prior to the start of Night at The Point.

For more information & tickets visit www.livingclassrooms.org

Night at The Point & Rising Stars Celebration  

Nicholas Freeman
Project Manager, Carl M. 
Freeman Companies; B.S. 

in Business Administration, 
Georgetown University; Alumni 

Board Member at Landon School 
in Bethesda, MD; Trustee for the 

Carl M. Freeman Foundation; 
Enjoys spending time fishing 
in Delaware and golfing with 

friends.

Justin Cox
Founder & CEO, Atlas Brew Works; 

B.S. Economics and Engineering 
Science, Vanderbilt University; Juris 

Doctor, George Mason School of 
Law; Enjoys spending time with his 
wife, new son, and English bulldog, 
and  preparing meals for family and 
friends; Sucker for documentaries 
and a big fan of stand-up comedy.  

Carolina Rossini 
Director, Access Now; Bachelor of 
Law, Universidade de São Paulo; 

Bachelor of International Relations, 
Pontifícia Universidade Católica de 
São Paulo; Masters in International 

Relations and Economic Negotiations, 
Universidade Estadual Paulista; 

L.L.M., Intellectual Property, Boston 
University School of Law; Board 

Member of the InternetLab; Advisory 
Board Member of IAMTHECODE.


